i86                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
delicacies  were  added   twenty-five   pounds   of fresh beef and quantities of ship biscuits, both great luxuries to the  Samoans.    We were all seated   at   one   end   of   the   ' table/   and  just opposite to us were the ' house-ladies/ Helena and Faiima, with Arick between them, most effectively decorated with scarlet hibiscus blossoms. The usual 6ava-drinking took  place  after the meal,  and  the   names  were   called  out   by  a * talking-man' belonging to Talolo's family; for a chief in Samoa never makes a speech himself, but keeps a hereditary 'talking-man' to do it for him.    The order was Tusitala, Fanny, ' Old Lady/ Loya (Lloyd),  Tuila (Belle),  and little Austin.    When this was over Louis made them a little speech,  telling them how glad he was to see them there,  and thanking them for all the good work they had  done;  and  Helena's father made a very nice reply, full of gratitude for Lou's interest in his people and their customs, ' which the white men on the beach know nothing about/  Altogether the family feast went off very well.   By the bye, it is quite true that the proper native way of preparing kava is to have the root chewed by young girls chosen for their beauty, then it is steeped in water (but not fermented), and after many strainings it is handed round. But a great many people now grate the root instead of having it chewed.    We always have it grated, and when it is given to me elsewhere I just devoutly hope it has been grated, and think